Assassination panel 




asks for $2.8 million 


From Inquirer Wire Services 

I W ASHEN GTON — The House Assas- 

sinations Committee decided y ester- 
. day to ask for $2.8 million for the 
- first year of its investigation of the 
j murders of President John F. Ken- 
nedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

The committee voted unanimously 
to seek approval of the amount by 
J the full House after the committee’s 
^ chairman, Rep. Louis Stokes (D. t 
y Ohio), described it as the “bare bot- 
^ tom” needed for the investigation. 

The committee’s chief counsel, 
~~ Richard Sprague, originally had 
X, sought a $6.5 million budget, but 
S House leaders signaled that that 
cy— ^ amount was too high. 

House leaders asked the committee 
' several weeks ago to come up with a 
\j lower budget and revised rules of 
, ^ procedure by March 31 before the 
House would decide whether to ap- 
prove a full-scale investigation of the 
slayings. 

The biggest single cut was $2.3 mil- 
lion in salaries. The committee origi- 
nally planned to 'hire a staff of 170, 
but now plans only to hire 115 persons . 

Sprague told the committee that 
the smaller staff co uld ) do as thor- 
ough a job of investigating the assas- 
sinations of both Kang and President 
Kennedy, but said it would obviously 
take them longer. 

Stokes said the committee did not 
currently plan to call convicted 


murderer James Earl Ray to Wash- 
ington to testify about the killing of 
Dr. King. * j 

Stokes said that committee investi- 
gators would interview Ray in Nash- 
ville again Monday, however. 

In a closed) briefing, -the investiga- 
tors told the committee what they 
learned from Ray during their first 
prison interview Tuesday. Stokes re- 
fused to give any details. 

Ray, convicted of assassinating 
King, is serving a 99-year sentence in 
Brushy Mountain Penitentiary near 
’Nashville. He pleaded guilty, but now 
says he is innocent and wants a new 
trial. 

In Louisville, Ky., meanwhile, 
Mary Baird confirmed that her hus- 
band told , Rep. Gene Snyder (R., 
Ky.) of an alleged plot to assassinate 
Dr. King. 

Mrs. Baird, 44, said that her hus- 
band, Clifton, 50, a retired Louisville 
policeman, had told Snyder of an al- 
leged plot involving Louisville .police 
officers and FBI agents. 

Snyder said last week that a man 
told him he had been offered $500,000 
on two occasions to kill King. He de- 
clined to name the man. 

Mrs. Baird said her husband had 
retired from the Louisville police de- 
partment several years ago after 27 
years’ service. “H etold me about this 
when I first married him, seven i 
years ago,” she said. “I think he 
thought he wasn’t going to be be- 
lieved.” 



